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Book-Pourri
REVIEWS

BY

VERA

E.

MILZ:

A new year is dawning as I write
these words. Winter has settled in gently in Troy, Michigan, although in
other parts of the state it has brought
lots of snow and ice. Wherever you are,
these are good days to curl up with a
good book, and I hope that I have found
some that will pique your interest. If
you have a favorite book that you can
recommend to others, please tell me
about it for use in a future column.
Send your reviews to: 1750 Woodgate
Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

Three young bears are given musical
instruments for their birthday. His brothers find that the drum and banjo are easy
to play, but Sebastian finds that learning
to play a trumpet isn't easy. However, he
doesn't give up, and in the end he finally
succeeds. This book captures all the
frustration and the joy involved in mastering something new.
Keller, Debra. The Trouble with
Mister. illustrations by Shannon
McNeill. (Chronicle, 1995, $13.95, ISBN
0-8118-0358-9).
More than anything, Alex wants a
dog, but his family has a million reasons
why he cannot have one. Finally, Alex
decides to draw himself the perfect dog
which he names Mister. Then one night,
Mister magically comes to life and they
spend a wonderful time together.
However, problems develop and Mister
runs away to Alex's great disappointment. A heart-warming ending brings
this story of a unique friendship to a finish.

FOR YOUNGER READERS
Alexander, Sue. Sara's City.
illustrations by Ronald Hirnler. (Clarion,
1995, $15.95, ISBN 0-395-64483-6).
Told in gentle verse, this picture book
brings the sights, sounds in the life of a
young girl growing up in Chicago in the
1940s. Although I grew up in the Detroit
area, many of the experiences that the
author relates brought back memories of
my own childhood. What a wonderful
book to share with children of the 1990s.

Numeroff, Laura. Chimps Don't Wear
Glasses. illustrations by Joe Mathieu.

Harper, Isabelle & Barry Moser. My
Cats Nick & Nora. (Blue Sky/Scholastic,
1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-590-47620-3).
On Sunday afternoons, Isabelle's
cousin Emmie comes over to visit, and
the two girls love to play with Nick and
Nora. The book details their adventures
with these two high-spirited cats which
include a birthday party and a walk
which ends in a mild disaster. Animal
lovers will especially enjoy this creation!

(Simon & Schuster, 1995, $14.00, ISBN 0689-80150-5).
Although animals don't do any of the
things seen in this hilarious book a
child's imagination will be carried' away
by the preposterous situations that
occur within its pages. I particularly like
the ice-skating tiger and the hang-gliding
horses! This is a wonderful book to
inspire children to write and illustrate
their own extensions.

Imai, Miko. Sebastian's Trumpet.
(Candlewick, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 1-56402359-1).
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Rescue. (North-South, 1995, $18.95, ISBN
1-55858-486-2).
In this sequel to the book where
Rainbow Fish learned the importance of
sharing, he has to decide whether to play
with his newfound friends or a lonely little fish who lacks a shiny scale. When a
dangerous shark threatens the newcomer Rainbow Fish risks losing his friends
~ and perhaps his own life - to lead a
daring rescue. After working as a team,
the fish realize that there is more to
being a friend than a shiny scale, and
they enjoy each other's company in the
deep blue sea.

eat fish in a restaurant - even if its eye
is looking straight up at him. He conquers his fear of the dark, and proves to
be quite a chef, along with several other
adventures.
Spirn, Michele Sobel. The KnowNothings. Illustrations by R. W. Alley.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0-06024499-2).
Boris, Morris, Doris, and Norris don't
know much, but they do know how to be
good friends. If one of them has a problem, they find a way to solve it together.
When they get tired of waiting for breakfast, they go on a march. After all,
doesn't time march on? And then where
will they get French fries for lunch? Lots
of giggles will be heard as young readers
tackle this delightful book!

Rotner, Shelley. Wheels Around.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0395-71815-5).
Striking photographs illustrate this
simple text to show young readers that
wheels are all around them. There are
wheels on ambulances that help us by
taking sick people to the hospital, as
well as wheels that move heavy loads on
trailers and trucks. Wheels are indeed
working all around us!

Stevenson, Sucie. The Twelve
Dancing Princesses.
(Delacorte/Yearling, 1995, $13.95, ISBN
0-385-32167-8).
This charming retelling of how the
king's twelve daughters wore out their
dancing shoes every night while they
were supposed to be sleeping stars Luca,
the lucky dog who discovers their
secret. Of course, the entire story is set
in a kingdom inhabited by dogs, and the
twelve princesses are the prettiest dogs
you have ever seen!

Tafuri, Nancy. The Barn Party.
(Greenwillow, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68804616-9 TR).
Christina's birthday party takes place
at a petting zoo. There are games, a
clown, enough animals for everyone to
pet, a cake, and lots of presents. During
the party, the goat disappears and everyone has to search for him. When he is
found, he provides some very special
help!

Turner, Ann. Dust for Dinner.
Illustrations by Robert Barrett.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0-06023376-1).
Based on actual fact, this is a fictionalized account of life during the 1930s
when winds stripped the soil from the
dry fields of Oklahoma, and turned vast
areas into what became known as the
Dust Bowls. In this book, Jake tells how
his family had to leave their farm and go
to California in hopes of finding a better
life there. Although his father finds a job,
it was a difficult time for most people
during the Depression years. Many paral-

BEGINNING CHAPTER BOOKS
Cameron, Ann. The Stories Huey
Tells. Illustrations by Roberta Smith.
(Knopf, 1995, $13.00, ISBN 0-679-867325).
If you have read any of The Stories
Julian Tells, you will remember that it
isn't easy being Julian's younger brother.
In this engaging sequel, Huey shows that
he is an "ok" guy - in fact, that he can
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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lels can be drawn between life in the
1930s and life today as families face
uncertainties in the job market.

Kenya is retold by a former Kalamazoo
storyteller. When Ostrich plays dentist to
a crocodile, the crafty crocodile decides
that satisfying her hunger is worth more
than curing her toothache so she clamps
her mouth on Ostrich's head. The tug-ofwar that follows results in a long neck
for Ostrich which proves to have unexpectedly happy results!

Wohl, Lauren L. Christopher Davis's
Best Year Yet. Illustrations by Mike
Reed. (Hyperion, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 07868-0106-9).
This book takes the young hero
through four seasons of his eighth year
of life. Each season has its own particular problems, yet Christopher is a kid
with brains and imagination who is able
to meet each challenge. When his lucky
hat doesn't match the colors of his new
uniform, he and his mom cut it up and
sew a piece into the lining of his new
cap. When he wants to walk home from
his piano lesson by himself, can he show
that he can do it? Christopher proves to
be someone that your students will identify with as they face similar problems of
their own!

Curtis,
Christopher Paul.
The Watsons Goe to
Birmingham-1963.
(Delacorte, 1995,
$14.95, ISBN 0-38532175-9).
Written by a Flint
native, who now resides in Windsor, this
book is a young adult novel about a
black family living in Flint in the 1960s.
Fourth-grader Kenny Watson narrates
the story which often focuses on the
hilarious antics of his older brother
Byron, although Kenny is convinced that
the world views his entire family as
those "weird Watsons." Byron is often
involved in some kind of mischief, and
his parents worry that he will get into

MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS
Aardema, Verna. How the Ostrich Got
its Long Neck. Illustrations by Marcia
Brown. (Scholastic, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0590-48367-6).
This tale from the Akamba people of
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serious trouble. Hoping a change of
scenery will be helpful, they decide to
take him to stay with his grandmother.
When the family travels south to
Alabama, they are involved in a lifethreatening brush with racism. The book
is quite a page-turner, as it moves from
humorous to serious situations. It will
definitely cause you to do some soulsearching!

tions by a Grand Rapids artist enhance
this sweet story dealing with the sadness
of death and the value of friendship.
Moats, Lillian Somersautler. The Gate
of Dreams. (Cranbrook Press 1996
$9.95, ISBN 0-9636492-1-3). '
'

Fox, Louisa. Every Monday in the
Mailbox. Illustrations by Jan Naimo
Jones. (Eerdmans, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 08028-5111-8).
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Three original fairy tales are found in
this exquisite volume illustrated by the
author. "The Woodcarver's Daughter,"
Franz the Fool," and "The Girl of the
Bells," bring forth the same sense of
delight and wonder found in Grimm's
Fairy Tales, and the work of Hans
Christian Anderson. In each tale, the
heroes and heroines struggle to overcome evil, and triumph in the end. In this
paperback edition, a "Note to Parents
Grandparents, and Teachers" details '
additional ways to extend the enjoyment
of the fairy tale genre.

\

Written.,,

ouisa F x

""'•" t•d ~
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Sabuda, Robert. Arthur and the
Sword. (Atheneum, 1995, $16.00, ISBN 0689-31987-8).
Beautiful stained glass artwork is
used to illustrated this legend of the boy
destined to become the King of all
England. When Arthur travels to an old
church in London to celebrate
Christmas, young Arthur proves to be
the only one who can pull a sword
buried in a steel anvil in the center of a
stone. The reteller and illustrator of this
spectacular volume grew up in
Pinckney, Michigan, and now resides in
New York.

Every Monday Melinda rushes home
to look in the mailbox for a letter from
her friend and former neighbor, Mrs.
Wilcox, who has recently moved into a
nursing home. In school, she is learning
to write and anxious to write back to
Mrs. Wilcox all by herself. However,
before she can do so, the letters stop
coming and she learns that Mrs. Wilcox
has died. In her sadness, she turns to the
letters from her friend and decides to
carry on the Monday tradition by writing
to another woman that Mrs. Wilcox
knew at the nursing home. The illustraMICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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Van Allsburg, Chris. Bad Day at
Riverbend. (Houghton Mifflin, 1995,
$17.95, ISBN 0-395-67347-X).
This master storyteller from Grand
Rapids has created another unique and
mysterious foray into the world of the
imagination. Black-and-white illustrations depict the little town of Riverbend
which is being covered by stripes of
shiny, greasy slime. Just as the sheriff
and his posse close in on the source,
they suddenly are coated with the mysterious substance, and then the book is
closed by the young artist who has finished coloring in her coloring book (I
wonder if young Sophia Van Alls burg
will someday follow on her dad's artistic
path-she certainly seems at home in an
artist's studio.)

When the British take over the Fort on
the island, the three children must figure
out a way to survive while maintaining
their loyalty to the American cause. The
Mancelona-based author wrote this book
after many visits to the island.

THIS TIME OF THE YEAR
Carrick, Carol. Valentine.
Illustrations by Paddy Bouma. (Clarion,
1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-395-66554-X).
It's Valentine's Day, and Heather is
helping Grandma bake cookies while
she waits for her mother to come home
from work While the cookies are baking, they check on Clover who has just
had her babies. An emergency develops
when they discover that one of the
babies is cold and still, and apparently
abandoned. They take the lamb into the
house and are able to save it. In honor of
the day, Heather names him Valentine.

Whelan, Gloria. Once On This Island.
(HarperCollins, 1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-06026248-6).
Set on Michigan's historic Mackinac
Island, this is the story of twelve-yearold Mary, her brother and sister as they
take care of the family farm while their
father is off fighting in the War of 1812.

Joosse, BarbaraM. Snow Day!
Illustrations by Jennifer Plecas. (Clarion,
1995, $14.95, ISBN 0-395-66588-4).
What is more delightful than school
being cancelled because of snow. Robby
and his dog are really excited at the
prospect of a whole day to play and run
in the new snow. Their enthusiasm soon
has the whole family joining in the fun,
and making this snow day a very special
one!

ONclCJN
CI'HIS]S~
GLORIA
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Koscielniak, Bruce. Geoffrey
Groundhog Predicts the Weather.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0395-70933-4).
Everyone knows that the groundhog
predicts how long winter will last when
he comes·out of his hole on February 2
to check on his shadow. However,
Geoffrey has become so famous that he
can't see anything because of the many
lights and television cameras surrounding his burrow. How he solves his dilemma gives a new twist to this familiar
story and bring chuckles to your students.

WHELAN
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London, Jonathan. The Sugaring-Off
Party. Illustrations by Gilles Pelletier.
(Dutton, 1995, $14.99, ISBN 0-525-45187-

game, until Jack is faced with a terrible
hurricane which threatens to wipe out
his entire harvest. Even faced with
adversity, he manages to overcome and
begin again. This is a thought-provoking
tale with an entertaining mathematical
challenge.

0).
As Paul prepares for his first maple
sugaring party, his grandmother tells
him what it was like sixty years ago
when she first helped to make maple
syrup. Primitive folk paintings help to
tell how the guests arrived, and the festive time that followed. This book is a
wonderful companion to Laura Ingalls
Wilder's description of Sugaring Time at
her grandparent's home in the big
woods.

Burns, Marilyn. The Greedy Triangle.
Illustrations by Gordon Silveria.
(Scholastic, 1994, $14.95, ISBN 0-59048991-7).
Dissatisfied with its shape, a triangle
keeps asking a shapeshifter to add more
lines and angles until the shape has so
many sides and so many angles that it
can't tell which side is up. It is at this
point that it decides that life as a triangle
wasn't so bad, and that it would like to
be restored to its original shape. The
book is a great introduction to the ways
that shapes are found in our world. It's
an enjoyable story which happens to
have some interesting mathematical
principles embedded within.

Shannon, George. Heart to Heart.
Illustrations by Steve Bjorkman.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1995, $13.95, ISBN 0395-72773-1 ).
When Valentine's Day arrives, and
Squirrel has forgotten to get a card for
his friend Mole, he solves his problem by
making a special one-of-a-kind Valentine
that money could never buy. This is a
wonderful story of what valentines
should really be about!

Friedman, Aileen. The King's
Commissioners. Illustrations by Susan
Guevara. (Scholastic, 1994, $14.95, ISBN
0-590-48989-5).
The king has a commissioner to handle every problem in his kingdom. In
fact, there are so many problems, he's
lost count of how many commissioners
that he has appointed. His Royal
Advisors each use a different method to
count, and the king becomes even more
confused. Fortunately, his daughter is
able to show him that there are many
ways to reach the same amount.
Children won't even realize that they are
learning about place value as they interact with this delightful story.

MATHEMATICALLY SPEAKING
Adler, David A. Calculator Riddles.

Illustrations by Cynthia Fisher. (Holiday,
1995, $12.95, ISBN 0-8234-1186-9).
This book is a collection of riddles
which use a calculator to solve a math
problem. By turning the calculator
upside down, the answer to the math
problem reveals the answer to the riddle.
Anno, Mitsumasa. Anno's Magic
Seeds. (Philomel, 1995, $15.95, ISBN 0399-22538-2).
When a wizard gives Jack two mysterious golden seeds, he eats one and
plants the other. It produces two seeds
which allows him to repeat the process.
Then Jack alters the pattern after a few
years which allows him to grow more
seeds. Using both the text and the visual
clues, readers will join in the guessing
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Glover, Max. Amazing & Incredible
Counting Stories. (Browndeer/Harcourt
Brace, 1995, $14.00, ISBN 0-15-200090-9).
Imaginary newspaper headlines and
sensational articles coupled with brilliant paintings are collected in a unique
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a puppy, a valentine, a loose tooth and
much more. Joy can be found in many
things-whether they are big or very,
very small! For a good mood elevator,
just page through this collection.

counting book which can be enjoyed by
readers of all ages. Subjects range from
a 9-piece lollipop to 20 inflatable pickles
to a 21 mattress bunk bed. My favorite
page is when the main library had to
close early because millions of readers
checked all its books out.

Moore, Lilian. I Never Did That
Before. Illustrations by Lillian Hoban.
(Atheneum, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0-68931889-8).
Here is a collection of poems celebrating doing something for the very
first time. They show just how someone
feels when hanging upside down on a
monkey bars, learning how to skip, mixing blue and yellow to see it turn green.
Small events, yet giant wonderments fill
each page!

Scieszka, Jon. Math Curse.
Illustrations by Lane Smith. (Viking,
1995, $16.99, ISBN 0-670-86194-4).
When a young girl's teacher tells the
class that almost everything can be
thought of as a math problem, the next
morning everything becomes one. Our
heroine has become the victim of a math
curse, but for readers the fun has just
begun. Your students will spend hours
looking over the illustrations and the
math found in this amazing book It is a
gem!

Prelutsky, Jack For Laughing Out
Louder: More Poems to Tickle Your
Funnybone. Illustrations by Marjorie
Priceman. (Knopf, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 0679-87063-6).
Choose from the silly to the absurd in
this collection of hilarious verse. From
strange humans to outrageous animals,
wild happenings to gross events, this
book has them all!

POETRY PLUS
Higginsen, Vy. This is My Song: A
Collection of Gospel Music for the
Family. Illustrations by Brenda
Joysmith. (Crown, 1995, $25.00, ISBN 0517-59492-7).
Thirty songs, representing a wide
repertoire of gospel music, along with
musical arrangements written especially
for each, are collected in this fabulous
volume. An introduction explaining the
nature of gospel music, a collection of
archival photos tracing gospel from its
birth in the 1930s, an explanation for
each song to explain its history and
unique qualities, and artwork throughout
the book capturing the spirit and feelings of gospel make this an outstanding
book which will preserve a special part
of our American heritage.

Wilbur, Richard. Runaway Opposites.
Illustrations by Henrik Drescher.
(Harcourt Brace, 1995, $15.00, ISBN 015-258722-5).
Each of these poems features a pair
of opposites. For example, the opposite
of hat should be shoes, both of which
protect the extreme ends of the body.
However, the opposite of these two
extremes would be the middle. Lots of
laughter comes from just reading the
poems, bl1:t you will spend hours in an
uproar examining the poems. Thank
goodness, Drescher ran away with some
of the author's favorite opposites!

Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Good Rhymes,
Good Times. Illustrations by Frane
Lessac. (HarperCollins, 1995, $14.95,
ISBN 0-06-023499-7).
The title is self-explanatory. Inside
this book, readers will find a collection
of poems celebrating cities, good books,
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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Kobrin, Beverly. Eyeopeners II:
Children's Books to Answer Children's
Questions About the World Around
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Them. (Scholastic, 1995, $6.95, ISBN 0590-48402-8).
Originally published in 1988, this is an
expanded, revised and updated version
of one of the most useful guides to nonfiction books ever published. In addition, strategies for creating interest in
reading, and ways to utilize nonfiction
books in the classroom and home are
given. A quick-link index helps you find
information about particular books even
if the title does not give an obvious clue
to the contents. As with the old edition,
this book will be a valuable resource for
classroom teachers, as well as one that
you can suggest for parents to use.

versation. Alternating from funny to serious to inspiring, the book is wonderful
for beginning teachers as well as veterans out in the field. I especially like,
"Buy one great children's book per
month to build your own collection,"
and "Look up to children."
Wortman, Bob and Myna Matlin.
Leadership in Whole Language: The
Principal's Role. (Stenhouse, 1995,
$16.00, ISBN 1-57110-012-1).
Two Tucson, Arizona, area principals
share their beliefs about teaching and
learning within their whole language
schools. Practical topics, such as discipline, assessment, literature in the classroom, thematic instruction, and much
more are looked at from the principal's
perspective as an instructional leader.

Raines, Shirley. Never, EVER, Serve
Sugary Snacks on Rainy Days: The
Official Little Instruction Book for
Teachers of Young Children. (Gryphon
House, 1995, $6.95, ISBN 0-87659-175-6).
When the author's niece told her that
she wanted to become a teacher and
asked for any advice she might have, this
little book became the result of that con-
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teacher at Conant Elementary School in
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a
Past President of the Oakland County
Reading Council.
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